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Honda Toshiaki(1743-1820) and ‘Shizenchido-noben’

. His vision’s of plan for reconstruction of the
Tokugawa Japan

EH
Jun Miyata

Abstract:

Honda Toshiaki(1743-1820) promoted political economic thought in the late eighteenth
century Japan. His areas of learning extended from mathematics, astronomy, geography, and
sailing to European thought. Honda’s important literary works included ‘Shizenchido-
noben’(1795) Keisei Hisaku’(1798), ‘Seiiki Monogatari’(1798), ‘Keizai Hogen’(after 1801). He
discussed about politics and economics in these well-known texts.

In my report, I have attempted to analyze the text ‘Shizenchido-noben’ to validate a theory of
Honda’s economic thought. For Honda, the main topics under discussion were farm policy,
circulation economic policy, monetary policy, commodity price policy in Japan. He understood
these national problems as crisis of social system termed as Bakuhan-taisei. In ‘Shizenchido-
noben’, his solution for this situation was a reform of the method of transportation. He expressed
confidence in his theory to break from the poverty. According to this my result of analysis, Honda’s
opinion from ‘Shizenchido-noben’ prescribed as pioneering work pass the literary work down the

generations.
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